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Apisfero News n. 12 –  June 2019 

ApimondiaCanada 2019 

We will participate in September to Apimondia 

Montreal with a work developed together with 

Biene Osterreich…(Pag.2) 

Photo 2019

March 2, 2019 – Delivery of 10 BeeVS Varroa 

scanners to the Austrian beekeepers friends. 

 
Figure 1 – Davide Bassignana (Apisfero), Michael Rubinigg (Biene 

Osterreich), Andrea Varesio (Apisfero), Daniela Laurino (UNITO), Maurizio 
Ghirardi (Apisfero), prof. Marco Porporato (UNITO) 

But the fundamental question is,  

“How is it going?”…(Pag.2) 

Automatic counting service 

2019 – The pay per use automatic counting 

service is finally available. You must join 

Apisfero and send the following info to 

info@apisfero.org:  

1. period of use of the instrument; 

2. amount of scans needed 

(minimum quantity: 300 scans). 

We would like to inform you that currently the 

waiting time is 5 months. 

A week with Casacomune 

During the week of the scientific training school of 

the Abele Group “We live on Earth. It is our 

common home ”, which will take place from 29 

July to 2 August at the Certosa 1515 in Avigliana, 

Apisfero will tell the experience of the Truc 

Bandiera community forest, a community taking 

care of future generations buying woods with the 

objective to leave them better than how it found 

them… (Pag.3) 

Method and discipline to fight varroa 
Varroa develops unevenly in the hives, which is 

why the sample count of the bottoms loses its 

effectiveness if the outbreak colonies are not 

intercepted… (Pag.4) 

Friday for Future 
The topic is hot but the planet more (Pag.4) 

New algorithm 44
In March 2019 we released the new version of the 

varroa recognition algorithm…(Pag.3)  

Aperimpresa 

April 11, 2019 – “Business and Entrepreneurs 4.0 

and the challenges for the civil economy”. 

Combining the ability to do business, innovation 

and values is possible. Apisfero was invited to tell 

its own story…(P.2) 

Members’ meeting 

Wednesday 12 June 2019 at 18:30 at the Filo 

d’Erba Community in via Roma 9 in Rivalta the 

annual assembly of Apisfero A.P.S. It will be an 

opportunity to talk about the economic, social and 

environmental balance and to collect research 

proposals in favor of the environment by the 

members. We are waiting for you. 

mailto:info@apisfero.org
https://www.apisfero.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Apisfero/
http://www.twitter.com/Apisfero_ApS
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ApimondiaCanada 2019 

Apisfero will participate to Apimondia in 

Montrial (Canada) from 8 to 12 September with a 

work led by Michael Rubinigg entitled "Sharing 

is caring: Validation of the Varroa alert system, 

a freely accessible, web based data sharing 

platform for beekeepers". Michael will present 

the varroa alert platform for varroa mapping 

through the use of an automatic fund counting 

system (BeeVS). 

 

  

Our Apisferoweb platform will therefore be able 

to dialogue with external systems (A2A) through 

web services. An example of collaboration and 

sharing of information and professional 

knowledge for a common good. 

How is it going? 

Spring 2019 – The Austrian beekeeper friends 

have developed a varroa alert system based on a 

network of sentinel beekeepers who periodically 

measure the varroa in their apiaries. 

From this year they use the BeeVS to count the 

funds and the Apisferoweb platform that collects 

the counts and makes them available to the 

Austrian monitoring and alarm infrastructure 

available at the link https://bienengesundheit.at/  

The monitoring offered by the platform is in real 

time. In recent days, an alarm has started with 

a yellow alert on Austrian territory. "Thank 

goodness there was the BeeVS" commented the 

scientific director Michael Rubinigg after a 

verification on the progress of the project. 

 

 

 
Figure 2– Austrian Varroa alert system 

Aperimpresa 

April 11, 2019 – Business and Entrepreneurs 4.0 

and the challenges for the civil economy”. 

Combining the ability to do business, innovation 

and values is possible. Apisfero was invited to tell 

its own story. In the TurinLab civil economy 

laboratory we told the lights and shadows of a 

tenacious research work in favor of bees. Despite 

the difficulties that must be met as a challenge to do 

better, we have built a useful and effective tool 

against Varroa. 

We still need to overcome a certain mistrust but 

science is on our side and we are sure that 

beekeepers will, over time, understand the 

importance of this unique tool, the fruit of Italian 

inventiveness. 

 
Figure 3– Invitation to Aperimpresa 

mailto:info@apisfero.org
https://www.apisfero.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Apisfero/
http://www.twitter.com/Apisfero_ApS
https://bienengesundheit.at/
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A week with Casacomune 

During the week of the scientific training school 

of the Abele Group “We live on Earth. It is our 

common home ”, which will take place from 29 

July to 2 August at the Certosa 1515 in Avigliana, 

Apisfero will tell the experience of the Truc 

Bandiera community forest, a community taking 

care of future generations buying woods with the 

objective to leave them better than how it found 

them.. 

 
Figure 4 – Settimana di formazione Casacomune, SCUOLA e AZIONE 

The singular choice of a group of citizens to 

collectively purchase forests on the Morenica hill 

between Rivalta and Villarbasse. A concrete 

example of collective action to overcome Roman 

law and let good prevail over property. 

The forest, which had previously been 

abandoned, has been cleaned up and has become 

a meeting place frequented by scout groups, a 

garden of remembrance and a forestry 

management school through the grafting of 

chestnut trees. 

A new collective purchase of woods is currently 

underway together with Pro Natura Torino. 

It is possible to participate and raise your flag on 

the Truc Bandiera joining the group with a 

donation of 50 or 100 € (email to 

trucbandiera@gmail.com). 

Let's join forces! Technically, the participants 

make a donation to Pro Natura Torino, an historic 

environmental association. The purchase is 

carried out by Pro Natura Torino on behalf of the 

Truc Bandiera participants. Through a private 

writing Pro Natura Torino binds the use of land to 

the participation of Truc Bandiera. In this way the 

fiscal and succession problems due to the 

collective purchase of an undivided property are 

overcome. 

 
Figura 5 – Truc Bandiera 

New algorithm 44
In March 2019 we released the new version of the 

Varroa recognition algorithm. Algorithm 44 is 

more accurate than the previous version but 
above all it is more than 4 times faster! This 

evolution allows its more versatile use, we are 

testing it in different ways and approaches and it 

will reserve us surprises in the future. 

  

 
Figure 6 – Three images that illustrate the recognition of the Varroa on the 

funds 

mailto:info@apisfero.org
https://www.apisfero.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Apisfero/
http://www.twitter.com/Apisfero_ApS
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Method and discipline to fight 

varroa 

Varroa develops unevenly in the hives, which is 

why the sample count of the bottoms loses its 

effectiveness if the outbreak colonies are not 

intercepted. 

Here is an interesting example of counting of 

funds on an entire Apiary apiary carried out under 

the cherry blossom.  

 
Figure 7 – Using the BeeVS in the field to count the natural fall 

The adhesive sheets were placed on the bottom 

for 3 days followed by scans using BeeVS: 

 Aleramo varroe 7 media h24 2,3 varroe/gg 

 Levi varroe 1 media h24 0,3 varroe/gg 

 Fenoglio varroe 1 media h24 0,3 varroe/gg 

 (Select here for complete list) 

The analysis of all funds of the apiary allowed to 

identify two colonies with a varroa peak.In the 

case of a natural fall, in spring it is necessary to 

stay below 5 varroa per day (source Contessi). 

We intervened after the acacia with the separation 

of the brood and the dripped Apibioxal on 

Pasolini and Aleramo, the colonies above the 

threshold. 

In this way the hyperorganism (set of 

superorganisms that is the apiary) has been 

protected without having to wait for the varroa to 

infest all the colonies through the exchange action 

of drones notoriously accepted in all the hives. An 

interesting example of how this instrument is 

effective in fighting the mite, allowing the 

detection of varroa outbreaks and thus limiting 

the spread of varroa throughout the apiary. Less 

varroa = less interventions = more productive and 

happy bees. 

 

Friday for Future 

Il On 15 March in Turin there was also Apisfero to 

the strike for climate, a strike which was renewed 

also on Friday 24 May 2019. The topic is hot but 

the planet more. A day to recall together with 

thousands of young people and young people who 

demonstrated throughout Europe to ask to be able 

to decide on environmental protection and to save 

our unique and beautiful planet Earth from global 

warming. 

Apisfero and other beekeepers raised their hands 

and raised their BZZZ to address the climate change 

caused by our voracious development model. 

With the motto "Bee united to face up global 

changes" Apisfero and other beekeepers raised their 

hands and raised their BUZZZ to tackle climate 

change caused by our voracious development 

model. 

These girls and boys are proving to be much wiser 

than their fathers. Let's give them the right to decide 

for their and our future. 

We are only at the beginning of a change that sees 

the global community fighting for the survival of its 

planet. 

 
Figure 8 – Beekeeper leading the demonstration on March 15 in Turin
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